Congress of the Aniten States
Washington, A 20515

April 15, 2020

The Honorable K. Jane Williams
Acting Administrator

Federal Transit Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Acting Administrator Williams:

As you know, Congress appropriated $25 billion in emergency funding in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act to ensure Americans—including frontline healthcare workers, law enforcement, first responders,
and other safety personnel—do not lose access to reliable transit during the COVID-19 pandemic, and to ensure frontline
transit workers have access to personal protective equipment (PPE). We appreciate the work of you and Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) staff in adhering to the very tight timeline we provided to get this immediate financial relief to
transit agencies across the nation. We also appreciate the FTA’s recently updated guidance regarding PPE and safety
protections for transit workers. We believe that these recommendations should be improved upon by making them
mandatory during this crisis and by taking several more actions to bring FTA’s guidance fully in line with guidance from
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

In the brief time since Congress passed this historic funding, we have already seen the tragic death of frontline transit
workers as a result of the novel coronavirus. Bus drivers, stations agents, cleaners, and other frontline transit workers are
contracting the virus at a rate much higher than the general public. Nationally, at least 60 transit workers have died as a
result of COVID-19.

The guidance FTA has issued so far recognizes the importance of PPE and social distancing measures in preventing the
transmission of COVID-19. We believe FTA should further update its guidance to the logical next step by working with
transit agencies to mandate that:

e Buses, trains, streetcars, and worker facilities, including crew rooms, are regularly disinfected.
Agencies are requiring a safe distance between riders and transit operators.

o Safety precautions are taken to protect transit workers from touching the same digital screen, keyboard, or
fingerprint-scanning device, e.g. for timekeeping purposes.

e Brave front line workers are afforded death benefits.

Thank you for your timely attention to this important matter.
Sincerely, _
7o 'MW fo—e dame }?
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