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April 8, 2020

The Honorable Charlie Baker
Governor

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
State House, Room 360

Boston, MA

Dear Governor Baker,

I write today to respectfully request your office take action to temporarily designate our valiant
supermarket employees as emergency personnel. In light of the first documented death of a
grocery store worker in Salem, I urge you to take additional steps to protect these workers and
the health of all Massachusetts residents by temporarily designating emergency personnel status
to food supply employees.

I appreciate the actions you’ve taken so far to protect workers on the frontlines of this crisis,
including food supply employees. I was pleased to see your office produced occupancy
guidelines to further protect employees and patrons and that you’ve recognized the importance of
these employees when your office extended child care to grocery store workers. I encourage you
to also expand their health protections.

I have heard from constituents who work at grocery stores that they fear contracting the virus due
to their increased, but unavoidable, exposure to the public. These employees face a difficult
decision: leave their jobs to protect their own health and safety, or show up to work so that we all
can eat.

Temporary designation of emergency personnel status would help ensure that our grocery and
food supply workers are able to make that choice knowing that the necessary precautions are in
place. This designation would provide them access to priority testing, personal protective
equipment (PPE) like masks and gloves, as well other workplace protections necessary to keep
them and the general public safe and healthy.

I recognize that there is already a shortage of PPE and testing across the Commonwealth. I urge
you to prioritize food supply workers in PPE and testing distribution while continuing to get
critical supplies to our healthcare workers and first responders. All of these groups are essential
in maintaining the health of our communities. Grocery store workers are vital to ensuring that
our constituents continue to have access to the products they need to feed and care for their
families.



Additionally, I recommend that the state apply its new contact tracing methodology to the case
reported of a constituent who worked at the Salem Market Basket. As a grocery store worker,
this individual had substantial contact with the public and a targeted assessment of her
interactions with customers is critical. In order to protect the health of the workers at the Salem
Market Basket, and the residents of Salem and the surrounding communities that shop at this
location, we must use the tools available to understand the scope of the outbreak stemming from
this one location.

Thank you for your continued leadership during this incredibly challenging time. I appreciate
your timely consideration of my request.

Sincerely,

AN

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress



